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Reports from Santiago — Summary of mortality for the year ended 

December 31, 1903. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, January 14 and 19, as 
follows : 

[Estimated population, 45,500.] 
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II.— Diseases of the nervous system and 
organs of special sense: 
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III. — Diseases of the circulatory system: 
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IV. — Diseases of the respiratory system: 
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V.— Diseases of the digestive system: 

Diarrhea and enteritis, under 2 years. 

Diarrhea and enteritis, chronic 

Diarrhea and enteritis, 2 years and 
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VI.— Diseases of the genito-urinary appara- 
tus and its adnexa: 
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VII.— The puerperal state: 
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VIII.— Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue. . 

IX.— Diseases of organs of locomotion 

X.— Malformations— Congenital malforma- 
tions (stillbirths not included) 

XI.— Early infancy: 
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XII.— Old age— Senile debility 
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Bertillon classification. 
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XIII.— Affections produced by external causes: 
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I.— General diseases: 

Intermittent fever and malarial cachexia 
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II.— Diseases of the nervous system and organs of 
special sense: 
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III. — Diseases of the circulatory system: 
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V. — Diseases of the digestive system: 
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VI. — Diseases of the genito-urinary apparatus and its 
annexa: 
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Table 1. — Deaths by months (stillbirths not counted) . 
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The greatest mortality occurred in June (121), closely followed by 
that of July (112). Then there is quite a fall in the number of deaths, 
the third place coming to March (80); this is nearer the normal, though 
still above it. During most months the mortality varied from 70 to 
80, but several months are below 70, and in April there were only 59 
deaths. 

During this year, as in the past year, the greatest mortality occurred 
in the summer months. There is a marked decrease in the number of 
deaths, reaching its minimum in September; then a slow increase 
begins, reaching a maximum in the winter months, and followed by 
a slight decrease in the spring, then a sudden marked rise in the sum- 
mer, beginning in June. This rise in the summer is due to diarrheal 
diseases. In 1902 it was slight; this year it was very great. 
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Table 2. — Deaths by groups of the Bertillon classification. 



I. — General diseases 

II.— Nervous diseases 

III. — Circulatory diseases 

IV.— Respiratory diseases 

V. — Digestive diseases 

VI.— Genito-urinary diseases 

VII. — Puerperal state 

VIII. — Diseases of skin and cellular tissue 
IX.— Diseases of organs of locomotion . . . 

X. — Malformations 

XI.— Early infancy 

XII.— Old age 

XIII.— External causes 

XIV.— Ill-defined diseases 

Total 
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Deaths according to causes. 

The greatest number of deaths falls under Group I, general diseases, 
from which there were 325 deaths. Next and much below it comes 
Group V, digestive diseases, with 220 deaths. The third and fourth 
places are close together, but much below this, being Group III, respi- 
ratory diseases, and Group II, nervous diseases, with 92 and 91 deaths, 
respectively. 

Table 3. — Comparative. 

I. — General diseases 325 

V. — Digestive diseases 220 

545 

III. — Respiratory diseases 92 

II. — Nervous diseases 91 

183 

Total 728 

All other causes 213 

Total for the year 941 

From this we see that Group I alone caused more than one-third 
of the total deaths; Group V caused almost one-fourth. These two 

f roups together caused more than half of the deaths. Groups II and 
II together caused about one-sixth of the deaths. The sum of these 
four groups is 728, which is more than three-fourths of all deaths. 
By analysis these groups show as follows: 

Group I. — General diseases. 

Malaria in all its forms 104 

Tuberculous disease in all its forms 156 

Other general diseases 65 

Total 325 

From this we see that about one-third of the deaths of this group 
were caused by malaria, and about one-half by tuberculosis. Compar- 
ing this with the total deaths for the year, we find that malaria caused 
about one-ninth of the total deaths and tuberculosis about one-sixth 
of the total deaths. 
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Group II. — Nervous diseases. 

This caused 91 deaths; 30 of these, or one-third, were caused by 
tetanus. Of these 30 deaths, 24 were in infants a few days old. The 
other 6 were in adults. 

Group III. — Circulatory diseases. 

This group caused 92 deaths, of which 66 were caused by organic 
heart disease. 

Group V. — Digestive diseases. 

This group is second in importance, having caused 220 deaths. 

Table 4. 
Diarrhea and enteritis: 

Under 2 years 126 

Chronic 33 

2 years and over 13 

Total , 172 

Diseases of the liver 14 

Other digestive diseases 34 

Group total 220 

Diarrhea and enteritis, under 2 years, caused more than half of the 
deaths of this group, and the total diarrhea and enteritis caused more 
than three-fourths of the deaths of this group. 

By comparison with the total deaths of the year, we see that diar- 
rhea and enteritis, under 2 years, caused not quite one-seventh of the 
total deaths of the year, and the total diarrhea and enteritis caused 
less than one-fifth of the total deaths for the year. 

Comparing this with the figures for 1902, we find a marked increase, 
the increase taking place in June and July, and being caused by an 
epidemic affecting principally children under 2 years old. The follow- 
ing table will show at a glance the proportions it assumed: 

Table 5. 
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a Deduct 1 for the decrease in liver diseases. 

b Deduct 8 lor the decrease in diarrhea and enteritis, chronic. 
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From this table we see that during June and July, 1903, diarrhea and 
enteritis caused 87 deaths, an increase of 54 over the corresponding 
months of 1902, and that these 87 deaths equal half the deaths from 
diarrhea and enteritis for the whole year 1903. The deaths from diar- 
rhea and enteritis for the whole year 1903 show an increase of 60 over 
the whole year 1902. There was also an increase of 27 in other diseases 
of the digestive system. 

Attention is invited to diseases of the liver, of which there were 14, 
the same as in 1902. But this } T ear there were .11 cases of cirrhosis of 
the liver, compared with 2 cases in 1902. These deaths occurred as 
follows: March, 1; August, 2; September, 4; October, 2; Novem- 
ber, 1; December, 1. This number seems to me rather large, for 
Cubans, as a rule, are not hard drinkers, and alcohol is the commonest 
cause of this disease. Two of these were only 18 years old, 3 others 
were 34, 36, and 39, all the others were past middle life. Four were 
white, 7 were colored. Of the colored 2 were women. 

Attention is also invited to Group XIV, ill-defined diseases, of 
which there were 61. Of these, 50 were cases of judicial investiga- 
tion. In these cases, on account of the formality that has to be com- 
plied with, from several days to a week or two are required to inscribe 
the cause of death in the city register. Of course the city authorities 
are notified of the diagnosis and rectify their statistics. 

This report gives the total deaths for the year as 941, with 126 still- 
births, making a total of 1,067. The official city figures are 948, with 
126 stillbirths, making a total of 1,074. 

The figures the city publishes are counted on the date of death, 
whereas the figures here given are of the date of burial. This accounts 
for the difference. While a difference exists almost every month, the 
difference in the total for the .year is so small as to be of little conse- 
quence. 

Report for week ended January 16, 1904.. 

During the week ended January 16, 1904, bills of health were issued 
to 6 vessels bound for the United States and Porto Rico. 
No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

Mortality report for the week ended January 16, 1904. 



Causes of death. 



Diphtheria 

Tubercle of lungs 

Adeno sarcoma . .• 

Organic heart disease 

Diarrhea and enteritis, under 2 years 

Athrepsia 

Bright's disease 

Senility (125 years old, colored, female). 

Total 
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number. 
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Annual rate of mortality for the week, 12.57 per 1,000. Estimated population, 45,500. 



